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Juwan Johnson a key factor in
Ducks pursuit of a playoff spot
SPORTS, 1B

Water levels at Detroit Lake began
dropping way below normal this week
for dam repairs, making access to the
lake difficult to impossible for anglers
through mid-January.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
typically drops the reservoir east of
Salem in autumn to make room for
winter flood control, but this season
they’ll drop it even lower for “construc-
tion on two of the dam’s spillway
gates,” the agency said in a news re-
lease.

The change won’t impact Detroit’s
water level next summer, but it will re-
sult in closing the low-water Mongold
boat ramp that allows boats to get on
the reservoir for winter trout and ko-
kanee fishing.

“We closed the ramp this morning,”
said Bob Rea, manager of Detroit Lake
State Park, which manages the boat
ramp. “Once you get the reservoir this
low, the concrete ends and it turns to
soft deep mud.”

Anglers can still fish from the banks
or carry a boat to reach the water, but
any large motorized boat will be nearly
impossible, Rea said.

The reservoir will remain too low for
the boat ramp through the middle of
January, the Corps said. Water levels
could drop as low as 1,425 feet and
won’t rise above 1,450 feet. 

The “full pool” summertime level at
Detroit is 1,563 feet. 

Previously, the Corps said they
wouldn’t need to drop the reservoir so
low for the repairs, but that changed
recently, officials said.

“Our understanding of the rehab
work has expanded since starting it a
few weeks ago,” Corps spokeswoman
Lauren Bennett said. “We are taking
three spillway gates out and conduct-
ing rehab work on two of them. This
means the gates wouldn’t be able to
hold back any water. Since we have
fewer gates operational from now until
mid-January, we decided it would be
best to act conservatively and draw
down the reservoir low enough that we
could capture any potential storm
event from now until mid-January.”

The primary purpose of Detroit 

Detroit
Lake water
levels drop
for repairs
Zach Urness Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK
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The former executive director of the
Oregon State Sheriffs’ Association was
sentenced to two years of probation Fri-
day for embezzling more than $13,000
from the organization. 

John Bishop, 57, of Sublimity, plead-
ed guilty to first-degree theft in Marion
County Circuit Court. Charges against
Bishop were filed the same day that he

pleaded and was sentenced. 
Current OSSA Executive Director Ja-

son Myers — the former Marion County
sheriff who left his position with the
county to replace Bishop as executive
director — announced Bishop’s sen-
tencing Friday. 

Myers said OSSA officials discovered
inappropriate expenditures by Bishop
while conducting a financial review in
early 2019.

“Following a more detailed records
examination, OSSA reported the matter

to the Oregon Department of Justice
who conducted a criminal investigation
resulting in charges,” Myers said in a
statement. 

He declined to release further details
or a photo of Bishop. He referred all
questions about the investigation to the
Oregon Department of Justice. 

According to DOJ reports, investiga-
tors identified several suspicious pur-
chases made on OSSA debit and credit
cards by Bishop including gaming head-
sets, school supplies apparently pur-

chased for Bishop’s son, a drone and
“swag items” like flags, a canopy and toy
footballs for Regis High School, where
Bishop coached football.

Bishop told investigators the items
were donated or purchased for fund-
raising auctions. He was later observed
on camera bringing several items back
to OSSA after the accounting discrepan-
cies were brought to light, according to
the report. 

Ex-Sheriffs’ Association director convicted of theft
Whitney Woodworth
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

See THEFT, Page 3A

Cascades Gateway Park have pushed
even more of the homeless population
into the heart of the city, making the
tents, sleeping bags and tarps more vis-
ible.

More than three dozen tents and
tarps housing about 60 people line the
perimeter of the ARCHES Project day
center. 

The tents are just one part of a recent
surge in homeless encampments in
downtown Salem, and advocates say
that number will only grow as the nights
grow colder and the Willamette River
swells. 

An influx of campers in the winter
isn’t a new trend. Jimmy Jones, execu-
tive director of the Mid-Willamette Val-
ley Community Action Agency, which
oversees ARCHES, said those living on
the street and camping in parks tend to
migrate closer to the city’s core to be
near services and warming shelters.

But this year, recent sweeps at en-
campments in Wallace Marine Park and

This, paired with a recent ruling
from the city on who owns the land-
scaping strips outside ARCHES, has 

More homeless finding
refuge downtown 

Tents line the sidewalk in front of the ARCHES building on Commercial Street in Salem Thursday. The tents have spread
to the sidewalk across the street from ARCHES as well. PHOTOS BY KELLY JORDAN/STATESMAN JOURNAL

Sweep of parks, cold
weather brings campers
closer to heat, services
Whitney Woodworth
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

See TENTS, Page 4A

In addition to tents, there are shopping carts, bicycles and other items lining
the streets.
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Hidden trail

Mike Miller Trail features old-growth
forest hidden in Newport. 1C

Weather

High 49° ❚ Low 38°
Some sun. Forecast, 6B
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led many to set up camp outside the day
center at 615 Commercial St. NE. 

Jones said that when the center —
which provides meals, housing ser-
vices, hygiene kits, mailboxes and tele-
phone access — moved to the building
in July 2017, officials agreed the land-
scaping strips along the streets were the
property of ARCHES and the agency
could enforce trespassing laws on them. 

ARCHES officials wanted to be a good
neighbor to nearby businesses who
were concerned about the impact of
having a day center for the homeless
nearby.

But about three months ago, the Sa-
lem city attorney ruled that those strips
of land were public property, making
ARCHES staff powerless to enforce any
camping bans. 

City spokeswoman Kathy Ursprung
said the law was already in place, and
the city simply provided clarification.
She stressed the move had “no political
motivation.”

But without a camping ban in place,
the number of tents along the streets at
ARCHES grew every week. 

Bob Elliott recently wrote to the
Statesman Journal to voice concern
about the growing row of tents and
tarps. 

“As a citizen, I’m disappointed that as
a community we cannot help with the
homeless camping issue.” he said. “No
one wants a ‘homeless camp’ in their
backyard.” 

After being kicked out of Wallace Ma-
rine, those camping have moved on,
leaving the day center caught in the
middle, Elliott said. The city needs to
address the issue instead of just scram-
bling to close camps one after another
and never solving the heart of the issue. 

“No action by the city is not the an-
swer,” he added. 

Sit-lie ban controversial

Elliott is not the only resident to raise
the alarm. 

“We have received complaints and
are concerned about public health and
safety in the growing camping occurring
at Commercial and Union Streets,” Sa-
lem City Manager Steve Powers said in a
statement. “Homelessness is particu-
larly visible right now in our downtown
but is occurring throughout our commu-
nity.

He said city leaders are working to
find solutions that “consider the health
and safety of our unsheltered neighbors
and impacts on the community.”

One of those solutions could include
prohibiting camping. Currently, the Sa-
lem Revised Code does not have a provi-
sion that prohibits tent camping on
sidewalks and landscaping on the pub-
lic right of way. 

The Salem City Council is expected to
vote Monday on a proposed ban against
sitting and lying on city sidewalks.

As it stands, the proposed ordinance
would bar people from sitting and lying
on public sidewalks from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
It also would restrict setting up en-
campments on sidewalks and leaving
personal belongings unattended for
more than 24 hours.

Councilors at a work session this
week discussed potential changes.
Councilor Cara Kaser brought up the en-
campment near ARCHES, asking city
staff if any rules prohibit such activity.

“No, not that I’m aware of,” respon-
ded Salem Police Chief Jerry Moore.
“You can probably erect a tent or a camp
almost anywhere on a sidewalk, in front
of a business, and if it’s not completely
blocking the sidewalk, I don’t think
there’s anything we can do about it.”

Moore said the ordinance would give
police a reason to approach someone
who is homeless. The first thing police
would do is attempt to get the homeless
person in touch with services, he said.

The police chief described some of
the homeless who have camped in the
city as “very service-resistant.” He said
those people “don’t want to follow rules”
or go somewhere “they know they can’t
do drugs or drink or whatever.”

“People are just tired of it,” Moore
said. “And those are the complaints and
the calls that we get all the time.”

Sweeps and evictions

Recent sweeps and evictions have
pushed dozens of encampments out of
less visible areas like a swath of private
quarry land near Wallace Marine Park
and the riverbank in Minto-Brown Is-
land Park. 

Many of those displaced either can’t
or won’t go to a homeless shelter like the
Union Gospel Mission.

Sometimes their drug addictions and
behaviors prohibit them from being
there. Others have pets. And some don’t
want to be separated from their partner.
Other times, being in a shelter can trig-
ger or worsen a mental health crisis. 

Management at Union Gospel Mis-
sion Men’s Mission said the shelter is
not yet at capacity. But with a cold snap
forecasted for next week and the loom-
ing threat of snow, the facility’s 200
beds and mats could quickly fill up, said
guest services manager Rick Bratton.

“I believe we’ll go into capacity,” he
said. 

Bratton said many of those living in
tents remain outside as temperatures
dip below freezing, but those sleeping
completely exposed in sleeping bags or
on sidewalks typically seek shelter. 

The Men’s Mission usually can sleep
about 150 people a night. In November,
they add about 50 mats to accommo-
date people in the cold, rainy season. 

A new shelter scheduled to be
opened in early 2021 will double the
mission’s typical capacity to 300, Brat-
ton said. 

1,800 homeless people

Advocates estimate there about
1,800 homeless people within Salem’s
urban growth boundary at any given
time. The most visible group in that
population are those camping and 

Tents line the sidewalk in front of the ARCHES building on Commercial Street in Salem Thursday. KELLY JORDAN/STATESMAN

JOURNAL
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